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Background to Developing an In Situ 
NI in Ireland

• Limited focus on 
CWR’s/landrace’s 
pre- 2008

• Production of 2nd• Production of 2nd

Nat. Report on the 
S f GState of PGRFA in 
Ireland, highlighted g g
knowledge gaps



Background to Developing an In Situ 
NI in Ireland

• National GR Forum held in late 2008• National GR Forum held in late 2008, 
interested stakeholders resolved to help 
assist addressing CWR knowledge gapsassist addressing CWR knowledge gaps, 
including..
– NGO – Genetic Heritage Ireland
– Recently established National Biodiversity Data 

Centre
• DAFF has grant aided these two bodies to g

carry out targeted work in CWR’s via…



National Genetic Resources Grant 
Aid Scheme
• Supports GR projects in both Plant and 

Animals
• In existence since 1996

I it d it j t t d• In situ and ex situ projects supported
• In 2011 funding of €132k allocated0 u d g o € 3 a ocated
• Funding has been prioritised in addressing 

CWR kno ledge gaps in the last 3 earsCWR knowledge gaps in the last 3 years



2009 Funded CWR Project - Production 
of a priority list of CWR for Ireland by 
Genetic Heritage IrelandGenetic Heritage Ireland

• Entire Irish flora scanned for CWR’s• Entire Irish flora scanned for CWR s
• Resulted in a list of 181 spp
• From this a priority list of 30 spp  was 

produced based on four criteria of Annex 1 p
ITPGRFA listing, conservation status, current 
economic value & economic potentialeconomic value & economic potential



2010 Funded Project – Establishment  
of a National CWR Database Nationalof a National CWR Database – National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC)
• Different approach to 2009 project in 

establishing a priority list as NBDC focus g p y
on in situ conservation

• A list of 102 CWR spp based on Annex 1• A list of 102 CWR spp based on Annex 1 
of ITPGRFA was created

• A National Crop Wild Relative website was 
established, includes information onestablished, includes information on 
CWR’s at national and international level



NBDC CWR website;  
http://geneticresources biodiversityirelanhttp://geneticresources.biodiversityirelan

d.ie/crop-wild-relatives/



2010 Funded Project – Establishment  
of a National CWR Database Nationalof a National CWR Database – National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC)
• For the 102 Annex 1 Listed ITPGRFA spp. 

individual spp. profiles have been createdpp p
• Contains info under various sub-headings

I f th i hi l di t ib ti• Info on their geographical distribution was 
extracted from the Botanical Society of the 
British Isles database

• Spp search and example spp profiles• Spp search and example spp profiles…



CWR spp search facilityCWR spp search facility



Bristle Oats ProfileBristle Oats Profile



Sea Beet ProfileSea Beet Profile



2010 Funded Project – Establishment  
of a National CWR Database Nationalof a National CWR Database – National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC)
• Additional data was specifically sourced 

for 55 of the 102 CWR spp that are less pp
widespread in Ireland (<100 hectads)

• Info sources ranged from herbarium• Info sources ranged from herbarium 
folders in Botanic Gardens to Dept. of 

’Environ.’s threatened spp database
• A separate web portal for these 55 speciesA separate web portal for these 55 species 

has been set up



Data Set on 55 less widespread 
CWR’s available atCWR s available at 

http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/



Darnel ProfileDarnel Profile



Meadow Barley ProfileMeadow Barley Profile



2011 Funded Project – Recording of 
CWR from key under recorded areasCWR from key under recorded areas 
(NBDC)
• Project has two principle aims

– Collect new CWR records from five key y
under-recorded sites

– Format this data to Eurisco template and addFormat this data to Eurisco template and add 
to the aforementioned National CWR 
DatabaseDatabase

Fieldwork in the course of being 
l t d t tcompleted at present



SummarySummary

• Development of CWR NI still at an early 
stage in Irelandg

• Further targeted recording needed to 
improve knowledge of spp distributionimprove knowledge of spp. distribution

• Key knowledge gap is absence of up to 
date plant Red List, once available info 
can be collated to produce a definitive listcan be collated to produce a definitive list 
of CWR spp for in situ conservation



Thank You!Thank You!


