
UNEP/GEF Crop Wild Relatives (CWR) Project

RESOURCE DESCRIPTORS
This descriptor list is part of a set of CWR descriptor lists that were developed and used within the framework of the UNEP/GEF funded project “In situ conservation of crop wild relatives through enhanced information management and field application” (2004 – 2010). All national and international project partners (Armenia, Bolivia, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan, BLE – Germany, Bioversity International, FAO, IUCN, UNEP/WCMC) and several external experts collaborated in the development of these lists.
The descriptors structure is hierarchical, in the same manner as an XML document: this should provide the basis for data exchange and an indication on the data structure.

There are two main groups of descriptors: Population, Accession and Specimen represent the main units that the Crop Wild Relatives project deals with. Accession describes an accession stored in a gene bank, Specimen describes a herbarium specimen and Population describes a population monitored in the field.

The other group of descriptors, Taxon, Site, Contact and Resource, represent both stand-alone categories and components used by Accession, Specimen and Population. This group of descriptors represents an entry point into the Crop Wild Relatives data from the species standpoint in the case of Taxon, location standpoint in the case of Site, institute or individual standpoint for Contact and external resources standpoint for Resource. These descriptors are also used by the first descriptor group to record species, location, contact and resource information.
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A Resource is an external document, image or other item that can be related to other elements of the descriptor blocks. An example could be a legislation document relating to a taxon, or an image of a taxon.

This document describes the information elements used to record such resources. Besides being used by the other descriptors to record external references, this category can be used as a stand-alone element to provide a view of resources pertaining to crop wild relatives.

Conventions

The layout of the descriptors is hierarchical, and looks like this:

A
Variable – Label
This is a container.

B
Variable - Label
This is a container
B1
Variable - Label
This is a data element.
B2
* Variable - Label
This is a required data element.
B3
# Variable - Label
This is one of the required data elements.
B
Variable - Label
This refers to a container described in another part of the document.
(see B)

The conventions used are:

· Bold/italic names refer to the tentative variable name that the descriptor would have in a schema.

· Bold text refers to the label of the descriptor.

· In normal text we have the description of the descriptor.

· Descriptors that are not primitive data elements are in this color.

· Descriptors that are not fully expanded and that refer to other sections of the document have their variable name and label in this color. Note that these are not primitive data elements.

· Descriptors that are primitive data elements are in this color.

· A (∞) sign between the variable name and the label indicates that the block can be repeated, in all other cases the (-) sign is used, indicating that there can be only one entry.

· A (*) sign before the variable name indicates that the descriptor is required.

· A (#) sign before the variable name indicates that at least one of the descriptors with this symbol is required.

Drawings and schemas have the following legend:
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The PDF documents contain annexes, which are support documents and links to web sites. A link to an annex within the file will be represented as a [image: image2.png]


 paperclip, by double-clicking on this symbol the attached document will be opened. A link to a web site will be represented as a [image: image3.png](Standard ISO 3166-1).



 dotted rectangle, click on it to open the web page.
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E
Resource – Resource
Description and properties of an external resource.

E1
* URL – Resource URL
Local internet address through which the resource can be located or accessed.

E2
* Title - Resource title
Title of resource.
E3
* Creators ∞ Resource creators
Entity/ies responsible for creating the resource

E4
Subject - Resource subject
A topic of the content of the resource

E5
Keywords ∞ Keywords
Free text keywords describing the content of the resource.
E6
Date – Resource date
Date of creation or publication of the resource, where YYYY is the year, MM is the month and DD is the day. Missing data [MM or DD] should be indicated with hyphens. Leading zeros are required [YYYYMMDD].

E7
Publisher – Resource publisher
Entity responsible for publishing the resource
E71
* PublisherName – Name of publisher
Individual, group, or organization named in the resource as being responsible for that resource’s publication, distribution, issuing or release.

E72
PublisherPlace – Place of publication
Place of publication of an item: the city, town or other locality associated with the name of the publisher entered in the publisher name field.

E9
Remarks – Resource remarks
Any further information relevant for describing, identifying or locating the resource.
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